Woman in action:

ELEGANT ELAINE!

By FAY KNOWLES
PUNCH Feature Special

‘WHEN Elaine Major’s position
was made redundant in 2003
because her Offshore Banking
Department was transferred
to the Cayman Islands, she
decided that would never hap-
pen to her again.

A divorced mother of two,
she says her youngest daugh-
ter, Amielle Major, won a 2003
Ford Explorer in the Holy Family
Church raffle. “She was only 14
and couldn’t drive! So I decided
to start a school bus service with
the car by taking her to school
along with other students.”

Fleet

Elaine says she was very ex-
cited about the win. “It couldn’t
have come at a better time!”

Elaine’s oldest daughter is
Anina Major, a graphic de-
signer who is studying to be a
Ceramicist at the Rhode Island
School of Arts and Design. She
graduates next month.

Amielle is a Communications
Director and author.

Elaine now offers more than
justa school bus service. She has
a fleet of 15 vehicles under her
company name LEEL (“the first

two letters of my name EL back-
wards”), including two Mercedes
Benz SUVs, which she drives,
providing high-end taxi services;
two GMC Titan school buses;
four Toyota Coaster jitneys, a
15-seater Ford Transit school bus,
which she also drives; and a Nis-
san Caravan, among others. She
adds to her fleet every year.

Service

LEEL, established in 2003 as
LEEL Private Charter Bus Serv-
ice, providing a school bus serv-
ice, has grown into a transporta-
tion company offering services
for weddings, funerals, large
groups, tours, and school and
local transportation.

Most of her wedding services
are tourist-related. “They con-
tact me through my website.”
Elaine says she also taxis clients
from private airstrips.

Banking

Her first school bus was the
15-seater in 2003. Then in 2006
she bought the Titans to add to
the school service. “I got my first
school contract in 2007.”

She says: “With the taxis and
jitneys, I hire people to drive and
they pay me, so it’s like I offer

them a job. However, except for
the fuel, all the other expenses of
the vehicle are on me.”

She has a salaried driver to
help with her own personal
school bus service. She says: “I
enjoy being responsible for tak-
ing many children to school from
the age of four and then watch-
ing them graduate at age 17.”

Elaine says: “You have to op-
erate like a train. If I arrive at 7am
and say [ am leaving at 7.03, that
is the time I am leaving!”

Justice of the Peace

Elaine worked in the bank-
ing industry for over 20 years.
Her first job was Associate Ac-
count Manager at Citibank. “Af-
ter that I worked for an insur-
ance company and then later
back in the banking industry
again until retirement.”

Elaine says her experience
in the banking industry has
helped her with her business.
“l worked in the Audit Depart-
ment and my last appointment
was in the Trading Department
for foreign currency.”

Elaine was born and brought
up in Nassau. “My mother was
Saphora Newbold, one of the
pioneers in the straw work in-
dustry. She encouraged me to be

@MOTORING MAJOR:
She’s owner of LEEL
Transportation with a
fleet of vehicles for school
bus service, taxis and
jitneys. And she’s also
a Justice of the Peace!
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She transports people

where they want fo go!

an entrepreneur like herself until
she passed away in 1994.”
Elaine attended St Thomas
More Primary School; Aquinas
College High School; Mohawk
College, Hamilton, Ontario; and
Wilfrid Laurier University, Water-
loo, Ontario. She has an Associ-
ate of Arts degree in Accounting
and Bachelor of Arts degree in
Economics and Accounting.
Elaine is also a Justice of the
Peace. “l was offered the oppor-
tunity to become a JP and ob-
tained my JP instructions in 2006
at a swearing in ceremony.”
She says being a JP involves
knowing about preparing a le-
gal document. “I have done a
lot of affidavits to record birth

certificates in the Registrar
General’s office, name changes
or corrections to an original
birth certificate, notarization of
passport applications, last will
and testaments and bills of sale,
to name only a few. Being a JP,
you can also be called upon to
act as a Magistrate.”

She says being a JP is interest-
ing, but sometimes challenging.

Having experienced job re-
dundancy, Elaine’s advice is:
“Find something that you like to
do while you are employed so if
you are laid off or become unem-
ployed you will be equipped.”

Elaine may be contacted
through her company website
www.leeltransportation.com.



